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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, GE, VN 

SUBJECT: PHAM VAN DONG IN GDR 

1. AT INVITATION OF SED AND EAST GERMAN GOVERNMENT, 
HIGH-LEVEL NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT/PARTY DELEGATION 
HEADED BY PREMIER PHAM VAN DONG PAID OFFICIAL VISIT TO 
GDR OCTOBER 18-23. HIGHLIGHTS OF VISIT INCLUDED MEETINGS 
WITH HONECKER AND STOPH, NEGOTIATING SESSIONS WITH 
SINDERMANN, MASS SOLIDARITY MEETING IN EAST BERLIN, 
TRADITIONAL WREATH-LAYING AT SOVIET WAR MONUMENT AND 
SIDE TRIPS TO POTSDAM. ERFURT AND BUCHENWALD. PRESS 
COVERAGE OF EVENTS WAS PROMINENT AND HEAVY. 

2. WHILE JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON VISIT IN LARGE PART REHASH 
OF KNOWN GDR AND DRV FOREIGN POLICY POSITIONS, IT CON 
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TAINED TWO ITEMS WHICH APPEAR TO BE OF PARTICULAR INTEREST. 
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FIRST, GDR PLEDGED SUBSTANTIAL NEW ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO 
DRV, PRIMARILY IN FORM OF DELIVERY OF INDUSTRIAL GOODS, 

BUT ALSO INCLUDING RECONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN NORTH VIET- 
NAM AND INCREASED TRAINING OF NORTH VIETNAMESE IN EAST 
GERMANY. CLEAR IMPLICATION OF COMMUNIQUE IS THAT MOST 
ASSISTANCE WOULD BE IN FORM OF GRANT. SECOND, WHILE BOTH 
SIDES AS EXPECTED GENERALLY SIDE-STEPPED SINO-SOVIET 
DISPUTE, GDR DID SUCCEED IN SECURING GRUDGING DRV SUPPORT 
FOR THOSE DEVELOPMENTS IN CENTRAL EUROPE SUPPORTED BY 
SOVIETS BUT CRITICIZED BY CHINESE. IN GINGERLY WORDED 
STATEMENT. DRV JOINED GDR IN CONDEMNING "IMPERIALIST 
FORCES IN FRG' FOR ATTEMPTING TO UNDERMINE GDR/FRG 
GENERAL RELATIONS TREATY, AND IN SUPPORTING "SYSTEM 
OF EUROPEAN TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS," AS WELL AS CSCE.KLEIN 
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